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CHAPTER 27 

CARE OF TREES IN UTILITY ORDINANCES 
2024-25-03 

27.01 Purpose 

27.02 Definitions 

27.03 Maintenance and Removal 

27.04 Prohibited Pruning Practices 

27.05 Penalties 

 

27.01 PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish tree preservation, care and maintenance standards in 

utility easements within the Village of Bull Valley. 

 

27.02  DEFINITIONS 

 

(a) Diameter Breast Height (DBH) - the diameter of a tree measured at 54" above the grade 

existing at the base of the tree. 

 

(b) Removal - the physical removal of a tree. Or actions such as topping, severe pruning, 

damaging, poisoning or other direct or indirect action resulting in, or likely to result in, the death 

of a tree. 

 

(c) Tree - a woody, self-supporting perennial plant usually with a single trunk, or a multi-

stemmed configuration. 

 

27.03 MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL 

 

(a) Tree Preservation on Public Property. No person, public utility, private tree service or city 

department shall top any street tree, park tree or other tree on public property to such a degree as 

to remove a substantial amount of the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. Trees severely 

damaged by storm or other causes, or certain trees under or with branches in close proximity to 

utility wires or other obstructions may be exempted from this provision if absolutely necessary. In 

all events, every effort will be made to remove only so much of the tree as absolutely necessary. 

 

(b) Standards. ALL tree pruning and removal of vegetation conducted by public utilities and 

for-profit tree services hired by public utilities within the corporate boundaries of the Village of 

Bull Valley shall be done in a manner that is consistent with the guidelines promulgated by the 

American National Standards Institute as referenced in 220 ILCS 5/8-505.1 (PA 92-0214) as 

amended from time to time, in accordance with ANSI A300 (Part 1) – 2008 Pruning, (Revision of 

ANSI A300 Part 1-2001) American National Standard for Tree, Shrub, and other Woody Plant 

Management - Standard of Practices (Pruning) and attached hereto as Exhibit A or subsequent 

revisions to these standards, and Village ordinances regarding the pruning of trees that incorporate 

by reference that standard. 

 

(c) Non-Emergency Pruning. Non-emergency pruning of all tree species shall be permitted 

year round except that all species of Oaks, and Elms shall not be pruned from the beginning of 
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March to the end of October. Cutting implements shall be disinfected prior to and after working 

on each individual tree to prevent the spread of Oak Wilt or Dutch Elm disease. 

 

(d) Notice. Prior to conducting any non-emergency tree pruning, all utility companies shall 

notify the Village of Bu 11 Valley and adjacent property owners, in writing within fourteen days 

prior to the start of any work. All utility companies shall provide similar notification when 

conducting non-emergency tree pruning of trees that overhang the boundary lines of the Village 

of Bull Valley irrespective of whether the tree is situated on property within the boundaries of the 

Village of Bull Valley. 

 

(e) Tree Removal. Prior to the physical removal of any healthy tree 10" DBH or larger from 

any utility easement or adjoining property a permit must first be obtained from the Village of Bull 

Valley. Any tree removal within a utility easement shall not encroach upon, or damage, any trees 

located on neighboring properties or in the Village right-of-way. Any permit authorizing removal 

may be subject to such conditions that the Village may deem necessary or appropriate to minimize 

damage to other trees or vegetation on a site including installation of protective fencing. 

Applications for a tree removal permit shall be made in writing to the Village of Bull Valley and 

shall clearly identify the subject tree or trees. All tree branches and trunks shall be neatly stacked, 

chipped or removed from the Village of Bull Valley. 

 

(f) Trees Damaged by Disease or other Natural Causes. Trees that are clearly diseased and 

dying, or have fallen or partially fallen to the ground due to natural causes shall be removed in 

accordance with Section (c) without first having to obtain a permit from the Village of Bull Valley. 

 

(g) Tree Stumps. Trees that have been removed in accordance with Section (c) or (d) shall be 

removed to within 6" from the ground. Trees stumps that are within 30 feet from the center of any 

Village public way shall be ground to 6" below the surface of the surrounding ground within thirty 

days of the tree pruning. 

 

(h) Vehicles used by public utilities and for-profit tree services hired by public utilities within 

the corporate boundaries of the Village of Bull Valley shall be minimal in number and weight to 

minimize the damage to Village Roads. Convoys of multiple trucks, lifts and chippers will be 

prohibited. Village roads are not made to standards necessary to carry heavy truck weights. 

 

27.04 PROHIBITED PRUNING PRACTICES 

 

The following unapproved pruning practices create structural defects in trees and are to be avoided. 

The following practices are described in Tree Pruning Guidelines, published by the International 

Society of Arboriculture (ISA). 

 

(a) Lions-Tailing. One of the worst ways to prune trees is by removing interior and small 

lateral branches from main scaffold branches, leaving foliage only toward the ends of the branches. 

 

(b) Excessive Crown Thinning. Excessive thinning typically removes one-third or more of the 

foliage throughout a tree. 

 

(c) Excessive Crown Raising. Removing low branches shifts future growth into the existing 

branch structure in the middle and top of the tree. 
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(d) Topping. Using only heading cuts to reduce a tree to a desired size. Cutting off the top of 

the tree. 

 

(e) Any other pruning practice that damages the structural integrity of a tree. 

 

27.50 PENALTIES.  

 

Failure to obtain a tree removal permit prior to removing trees shall result in a fine of $200 per 

inch of tree diameter measured at DBH or tree stump, whichever is greater, subject to a maximum 

fine as provided by Illinois Law. 

 

Failure to abide by the terms of this Village of Bull Valley Tree Ordinance may result in a fine of 

up to $750 per tree. 
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Forward 

(This foreword is not part of American National Standard A300 Part 1-2001.) 

An industry-consensus standard must have the input of the industry that it is 
intended to affect. The Accredited Standards Committee A300 was approved 
June 28, 1991. The committee includes representatives from the residential and 
commercial tree care industry, the utility, municipal, and federal sectors, the 
landscape and nursery industries, and other interested organizations. 
Representatives from varied geographic areas with broad knowledge and 
technical expertise contributed. 

The A300 standard can be best placed in proper context if one reads its Scope, 
Purpose, and Application. This document presents performance standards for 
the care and maintenance of trees, shrubs, and other woody plants. It is intended 
as a guide in the drafting of maintenance specifications for federal, state, 
municipal, and private authorities including property owners, property managers, 
and utilities. 

The A300 standard stipulates that specifications for tree work should be written 
and administered by a professional possessing the technical competence to 
provide for, or supervise, the management of woody landscape plants. Users of 
this standard must first interpret its wording, then apply their knowledge of growth 
habits of certain plant species in a given environment. In this manner, the user 
ultimately develops their own specifications for plant maintenance. 
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